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Early writing in India is associated with three scripts; Indus (Harrapan), Brahmi 
and Kharoshthi. The Kharoshthi script descended from Aramaic and was used 
in what is now Northern Pakistan and Eastern Afghanistan during the 4th or 
5th century BC. It was used for about 700 years for writing a group of 
vernacular middle Indo-Aryan dialects collectively termed 'Prakrit'. There has 
been some evidence that local variants of Kharoshthi writing were used for 
even longer than this along the Silk Route, but these too later died out without 


leaving any descendants. (from ScriptSource). Also see Wikipedia and 
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For general character mapping notes, please refer to Script Matrix . 


The vowel-length indicator is a pretty late feature. Kharoshthi in its earlier 
stages did not have it. The Segoe UI Historic font in Windows 10 supports 
a greater range of ligatures than Noto Sans Kharoshthi. If you do not see 
various Kharoshthi ligatures, it is possibly because of the lack of Segoe 
Historic Ul in your system and Noto Sans Kharoshthi is being used as the 


replacement web font. 
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